7th Grade Civics & Advanced Civics
Course Description: The primary content for the course pertains to the principles, functions, and organization of government; the origins of the American political system; the roles, rights, responsibilities of United States citizens; and methods of active participation in our political system. The course is embedded with strong geographic and economic components to support civic education instruction.
Course Outline: The following units will be covered throughout the school year:
· Unit 1: Citizenship

· Unit 2: Citizens and Politics in Action

· Unit 3: Foundations of American Democracy 

· Unit 4: U.S. Constitution

· Unit 5: Rights of Individuals and Society

· Unit 6: State and Local Government

· Unit 7: Participating in a Global Society

· Unit 8: Economic Systems

· Unit 9: US Geography
The majority of the course material will come from the Holt McDougal Civics in Practice textbook.

Grading Policy: 30% of your end of year grade will be based on your score on the Civics End of Course Exam. The other 70% will come from a combination of classwork, homework, projects, and participation. 

90-100=A

80-89=B
     70-79=C

60-69=D

59-0=F

Students and parents alike are encouraged to use eSembler to keep track of grades and missing assignments. More information can be found at https://grades.pasco.k12.fl.us.

Class Expectations: Remember to arrive to class on time each day with your supplies. Each student will be treated with respect. It is expected that this same respect will be mutual amongst the teacher and the rest of the class. The classroom rules will adhere to those clearly described in each student’s planner. Classroom rules are much the same as you have observed in previous years:

· Respect one another and yourself.

· Be prepared with supplies and homework at beginning of class.

· Be ready to listen, take notes, learn, and participate.

· Participate in a positive manner with a quietly raised hand.

· Give 100% effort each day to receive the quality education you deserve.

· Remain seated until the bell rings at the end of the period.

Homework will be given periodically. Your homework should be completed and ready to turn in at the beginning of class on the due date. 

Class Materials: 

· 9 2-pocket, 3-prong folders (one for each unit)

· Loose-leaf notebook paper

· PLENTY of sharpened pencils with erasers

· Colored pencils/markers, scissors, glue sticks, etc. are always good to have
Student Signature: ___________________________________  Parent Signature: __________________________________


