
Wanted: A Just Right Government Name: 

                Guided Notes p.1 

Starting From Scratch 

After the American colonists declared 
independence from Great Britain, the first 
thing they had to decide was what kind 
of government to have.  The colonists 
were tired of living under British control. 
The British government had treated them 
unfairly, and the colonists set out to 
make sure their new government would 
be much, much better! 

   Each state was ___________________ and had its own ___________________. 

   Each  state  sent  ______________________  to  the  “Congress  of  the  Confederation.” 

 The Congress was the only _________________ government.                                                  
There was  no __________________. 

   In Congress, each state got __________ vote. 

A confederation is a ____________ of individuals ____________ together for a ________________. 

The First Attempt:  The _______________ of _______________________ 











_________________ 
_______________________.

________________ 

_____________________ __________ 

_____________ _______________ 
________________ 

_______ 



A New Idea 

States had different ______________. For example, some 

states depended on _________________, while others mostly 

grew ________________. 

States had different _________________. Some states had 

_____________ people and some had _____________. 

People had different ____________________. Some people 

_____________________ a central government, while others 

thought a central government was _____________________. 

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION NEW IDEA 

Government has _____ branch: Government has _____ branches: 

     Legislative: ___________ laws 

 Legislative: ___________ laws      

 Executive: ________________ laws      

 Judicial: ____________ laws 

 ________________

_______________ 

 __________ 

______________ 

More Constitution Solutions 

 The Constitution requires each state to treat ____________ of other states the __________ as it 
treats its own citizens. 

 The Constitution can be changed by ______ of the members of Congress and ______ of the states. 

 The Constitution says that the laws passed by Congress are ______________ to laws passed by the 
_______________. 
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No one could agree on what kind of government this new country needed! This was because... 

  

BUT WAIT! How many __________ should each state get in the legislature?  

 

 ______ 

 _______________________

_______ 


